[Urethral trauma].
Urethral lesions may be caused by blunt or penetrating objects in the course of accidents, or can be iatrogenic resulting from invasive measures such as catheterization or other major surgical measures (prostatectomy or sling operations for continence). They can also be caused by foreign bodies deliberately introduced into the urethra. Injuries may primarily affect the anterior or posterior urethra. Urethral reconstruction presupposes knowledge of the precise anatomy of the pelvic region. The surgical techniques used and the timing of reconstructive procedures will depend on the cause and nature of the urethral injury. A definitive surgical intervention in most cases of lesions resulting from accidents is not generally recommended, especially when the lesion is in the posterior urethra. A treatment algorithm should prevent post-surgical complications such as incontinence, impotence, recurring urinary tract infections, etc., necessitating multiple operations, and assure an adequate quality of life. Diagnostic clarification of the exact nature of urethral injuries requires high quality imaging studies by specialists in the field.